• Completion of approximately 1/2 mile of road improvements to roads used for access to agricultural areas; improvements consist of shaping, adding water drainage features, surfacing, and a low flow stream crossing • Conversion of 1,500 acres of non-irrigated agricultural lands to direct seeding tillage to reduce sheet and rill erosion • Installation of 20 acres of upland and riparian plantings including grass seeding and tree planting Five listed species under USFWS jurisdiction may occur in the project area: gray wolf (experimental/nonessential population), bald eagle (threatened-wintering area), Canada lynx (threatened), bull trout (threatened), and Spaulding's catchfly (threatened). Four species under the NOAA Fisheries jurisdiction have the potential to occur in the project area: fall-run Chinook salmon (threatened), spring/summer Chinook salmon (threatened), sockeye salmon (endangered), and Snake River Basin steelhead (threatened). No species proposed for listing have the potential to occur in the project area.
Idaho Fish and Game Department staff and the SWCD project manager reviewed the list of species and considered whether these species or their potential habitat could be in the Big Canyon Creek Watershed. Only two listed aquatic species are known to occur in the project area.
The potential effect to each of the species on the USFWS list is discussed below. The only species that could be affected by this project are steelhead and spring/summer Chinook salmon, which is addressed by consultation using the BPA Habitat Improvement Program Biological Opinion (HIP BO) process (HIP BO approval letter attached).
Steelhead (Oncorhynchus mykiss)
Steelheads occur within the Big Canyon Creek Watersheds, and the potential exists to temporarily affect this species through the implementation of watershed rehabilitation activities. The primary effect would be temporarily increased sedimentation levels during project implem entation but the overall effect of the project would be to decrease sedimentation and improve other facets of water quality. The potential to affect steelhead is addressed by consultation using the BPA HIP BO.
Spring/summer Chinook salmon (Oncorhynchus tshawytscha) Spring Chinook have been found to occasionally venture into the lower reaches of the mainstem tributaries (Clint Chandler, Fisheries Biologist, Nez Perce Tribe). The potential to affect spring/summer chinook is addressed by consultation using the BPA HIP BO.
Fall Chinook salmon (Oncorhynchus tshawytscha)
Fall chinook salmon are present in the Clearwater River but seldom travel into the tributaries within the project area. The potential exists to temporarily affect this species through the implementation of watershed rehabilitation activities. The implementation of watershed rehabilitation activities in the Big Canyon Creek Watershed will have no effect on fall Chinook salmon.
Sockeye salmon (Oncorhynchus nerka)
Sockeye salmon do not occur in the Big Canyon Creek Watershed and thus watershed rehabilitation activities within these watersheds will have no effect on this species.
Bull trout (Salvelinus confluentus)
Bull trout are present in the Clearwater River but seldom travel into the tributaries within the project area. The implementation of watershed rehabilitation activities in the Big Canyon Creek Watershed will have no effect on bull trout.
Canada lynx (Lynx canadensis)
The Idaho Fish and Game (Jay Crenshaw, Wildlife Manager, Clearwater Region) was contacted to inquire about any recorded sighting or denning of the Canada lynx in the Big Canyon Creek Watershed. This agency has no knowledge of recorded sightings or denning presently occurring in the watershed.
Furthermore, due to the state of development and current land use in the project area, no potential habitat currently exists for the Canada lynx within the project area. It is concluded that these actions will have no effect on the Canada lynx since this species is not present in the action area.
Bald eagle (Haliaeetus leucocephalus)
Bald eagles do live and winter along the Clearwater River, but they do not winter within the Big Canyon Creek Watershed. They are only occasionally observed passing through these watersheds. It is concluded that the watershed rehabilitation actions associated with these projects will have no effect on the bald eagle since this species is not present in the project area.
Spalding's catchfly (Silene spaldingii) The Spalding's catchfly or its habitat has not been observed on any of the project areas by Lynn Rasmussen, SWCD. Due to the state of development, current land use, and soil disturbance in the project areas, no potential habitat (i.e., relatively pristine, north-facing, tall forb community) currently exists for Spalding's catchfly within the area where project activities are proposed. Due to the lack of potential habitat the watershed rehabilitation actions associated with these projects will have no effect on Spaulding's catchfly.
Grey Wolf (Canis lupus)
The Idaho Fish and Game (Jay Crenshaw, Wildlife Manager, Clearwater Region) was contacted to inquire about any recorded sighting or denning of the Grey Wolf in the Big Canyon Creek Watershed. This agency has no knowledge of recorded sightings or denning presently occurring in the watershed. Furthermore, due to the state of development and current land use in the project area, no potential habitat currently exists for the gray wolf within the project area. It is concluded that these actions will have no effect on the grey wolf since this species is not present in the action area.
Yellow billed cuckoo (Coccyzus americanus)
The yellow-billed cuckoo needs large old growth black cottonwood stands for survival. It is concluded that the actions will have no effect on the yellow-billed cuckoo since this species is not present in the action area.
